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RVAS December Meeting Notes

RVAS Winter Social

The Winter Social was held in place of the normal meeting on Dec 16, 2024, in VWCC STEM
building room ST212. Dr. John Wenskovitch presented a What's Up, which was an homage to
Frank Baratta for his service in this capacity for years.

Many members brought food and desserts to share, and it was a very good evening for all!

During the meeting John Sheffey was elected Treasurer for RVAS. Thanks to John for his
willingness to serve.

There were 22 folks who signed the attendance list for the Winter Social.

Pictures and details for the Winter Social can be found at this URL:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/262461596251/permalink/10162275361506252/
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Bill Krause has lined up Caleb White to present on his recent trip to Chile at the next RVAS
meeting. Following info from Caleb about the trip:

—----------------------------------------------------------------

My parents and I visited Chile for a couple of weeks. We spent about 10 days in the Elqui Valley
and Atacama Desert to tour some ESO facilities and enjoy the dark, clear skies of the Chilean
desert. We finished with a must-see trip to Easter Island where star gazing was limited, but still
awe-inspiring. I will be sharing:

● images of ESO's La Silla and Paranal observatories and telescopes alongside information
about the scopes we saw and facilities themselves.

● A few landscape astrophotography images from the Atacama region and Elqui Valley to
accompany the talk.

● *VR Headset to view a 360 degree panorama I shot in the atacama with my astro-modded
Canon EOS R and 14mm lens on a tracker

● *30"x30" aluminum print of one of my favorite images from the atacama

—----------------------------------------------------------------

More info to follow at the January meeting on Monday January 27, 2025.
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The Roanoke Valley Astronomical Society is a membership organization of amateur astronomers dedicated to
the pursuit of observational and photographic astronomical activities.Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the
third Monday of each month. See calendar on last page of newsletter for location. Meetings are open to
the public. Observing sessions are held one or two weekends a month at a dark-sky site. For information
regarding joining RVAS, including annual dues, click here. Articles, quotes, etc. published in the newsletter
do not necessarily reflect the views of the RVAS or its editor.

Officers/Executive Committee/Editor/Webmaster
Michael Good, President (president@rvasclub.org )

William Krause, Vice President (vicepresident@rvasclub.org)
Erin Elliott, Secretary (secretary@rvasclub.org)

Open: Treasurer
Nancy Vogelaar, Officer at Large #1 (officeratlarge1@rvasclub.org)
Caleb White, Officer at Large #2 (officeratlarge2@rvasclub.org)
Michael Hutkin, Past President (pastpresident@rvasclub.org)

Ed Dixon, Newsletter Editor (editor@rvasclub.org)
Erin Elliott, Webmaster (webmaster@rvasclub.org)

NOTE: Our next meeting is on the FOURTHMonday of this month, Monday
January 27, 2025. This is because our meeting venue, VWCC, is *CLOSED* for
Martin Luther King’s day on Jan 20.
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What’s Up? Highlights
January 1 to 31, 2025

This Month:

Our recent evening sky planetary richness continues into the January skies, with good views possible
for every planet at some point during the month. Mercury is a morning-sky object as the month begins,
slowly sinking towards the horizon before sunrise as the month progresses. Venus remains an evening
object throughout the month, getting higher above the horizon until reaching its peak altitude above the
horizon on the 30th. All of the outer planets with the exception of Mars are visible in the evening sky at
sunset throughout the month, but Mars joins the others at 6:38 pm on the 1st and reaches opposition two
weeks later on the 15th, visible throughout the night. In fact, by the end of January we will see Saturn
dip below the horizon at only 8:31pm, with Venus and Neptune following almost an hour later. Jupiter
remains a dominant sight for most of the night throughout the month, not setting until 5:35 am on the 1st
and 3:24 am on the 31st. The best meteor shower for the month is the Quadrantids, located between
Boötes and Draco and peaking overnight on the 2nd. We also get a lunar occultation of Mars in the
evening of the 13th, two days before opposition when Mars is near peak brightness. Finally, there is
always a chance that we will see Comet C/2024 G3 (ATLAS) in an unusually bright outburst, but
there’s no need to pay attention to the hype about it unless you’re planning a trip to the southern
hemisphere – it will be too close to the Sun for us. And as always, let’s hope for another aurora
outburst or two, as well as the eruption of T CrB (which will be a morning object now)!

Celestial Events:

● January 2: Peak of the Quadrantid meteor shower
● January 5: Earliest sunrise
● January 10: Venus at Greatest Eastern Elongation
● January 13: Lunar occultation of Mars
● January 15: Mars at opposition (9:32pm)
● January 15-21: Watch Venus pass Saturn in the southwestern evening sky
● January 30: Venus reaches greatest altitude above the horizon at sunset

Sunset and Twilight:

● Sunset ranges from 5:13pm (1st) to 5:43pm (31st)
● Evening twilight ends from 6:46pm (1st) to 7:12pm (31st)

Lunar Phases and Apsides:

● First Quarter: January 6, 6:57pm
● Perigee: January 7, 7:01pm (230,013 miles)
● Full Moon: January 13, 5:27pm
● Last Quarter: January 21, 3:32pm
● Apogee: January 20, 11:54pm (251,219 miles)
● New Moon: January 29, 7:37pm
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The RVAS Astro-photographers

December 2024

Ctrl- Click on the picture see the source file and additional information

Ed Dixon Noah Winslow

Ben Hartman Noah Winslow

Ben Hartman Ed Dixon

RVAS January 2025 Page 7

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=9678598188821290&set=g.262461596251
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10235410885434240&set=g.262461596251
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=9194548720577834&set=g.262461596251
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=9210741982291841&set=g.262461596251
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=9717446951603080&set=g.262461596251


Ed Dixon Ben Hartman

Mark Hodges Mark Hodges

David Thomas David Thomas
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Noah Winslow Ben Hartman

Ben Hartman David Thomas
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